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NEW INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES INCREASE RESILIENCE, PROTECTING MILLIONS 
OF PEOPLE 

 
MORE THAN TWO BILLION DOLLARS MOBILIZED TO PROTECT THE VULNERABLE 

FROM EXTREME CLIMATE 
 

Increasing Resilience Essential to Secure Past and Future Development Gains from Climate 
Change   

 
Paris, 2 December 2015 – Major international partnerships under the Lima to Paris Action 
Agenda are mobilizing large-scale financing to protect people who the most vulnerable from 
climate impacts, reflecting the fact that building a climate resilient world is essential to secure 
hard-won development gains and ensure that future investment is not lost to climate change.   
 
Announcements were made today under the Lima-Paris Action Agenda in the second part of the 
“Resilience Focus” event, dedicated to building more resilient societies and economies for 
people who are vulnerable to climate change impacts. As a result, more than two billion dollars 
has been mobilized to protect the vulnerable from extreme climate. 
 
“How do we make sure that COP21 and its own outcome also incorporates the strong resilience 
vision that the French government and the Peruvian government together has helped us to put 
forward today? This is a remarkable opportunity. I do not think we ever had this in previous 
COPs. Maybe, finally adaptation and mitigation segments are coming together”, said Margareta 
Wahlstrom, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction, United 
Nations. 
 
Extreme climate already impacts hundreds of millions of people every year, undermining or 
destroying their livelihoods, their homes and their environment. The World Bank estimates that 
over the last 30 years, $1 out of every $3 spent on development has been lost as a result of such 
recurring crises, a total loss of $3.8 trillion worldwide. “Natural disasters have considerable 
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human and financial costs. In 10 years 700,000 people killed, 2 billion people affected, 1,400 
billion euros lost”, explains Annick Girardin, Minister of State for Development and 
Francophony, France.   
 
In contrast, resilient societies and economies suffer less and recover more quickly from such 
climate related natural disasters.  
 

“Action in resilience is not about charity is about acting responsibly with the sense of 
international solidarity. Addressing the resilience challenge is urgent but reward for addressing 
it will be great”, added Mary Robinson, Special Envoy on Climate Change, United Nations 
Secretary General. 
 
The initiatives in the Resilience Focus cover the full spread of peoples´ needs as they face 
increasing climate impacts, underling the fact that building effective resilience cannot be 
achieved in a disconnected fashion. For example, giving people early warning of extreme 
climate events may save their lives, but there is no additional economic benefit if they cannot 
get insurance in the first place. 
 
The initiatives include: 
 
Early warning systems for over 50 least developed countries and small island states 
A coalition has been launched to develop early warning systems for more than 50 least 
developed countries and small island developing states by 2020. The Climate Risks and Early 
Warning Systems (CREWS) initiative is to mobilize US$ 100 million over that period to fill gaps in 
existing bilateral and multilateral cooperation programs. Today, US$ 80 million were committed 
at COP21 to support this initiative from the governments of Australia, Canada, France, Germany, 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands. A trust fund hosted by the Global Facility for Disaster 
Reduction and Recovery will support this objective. Annick Girardin, French Minister of State for 
Development and Francophony said: “Prevention is always the less expensive solution. CREWS is 
about saving lives”. 
 
Providing access to insurance to 400 million vulnerable people in 5 years 
The G7 InsuResilience Initiative is to work with existing regional risk management and insurance 
pools, such as the African Risk Capacity and the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility 
(CCRIF), to provide access to insurance services for 400 million people over the next five years in 
the most vulnerable countries. 
 
With an initial commitment of 150 million Euros from Germany, the G7 InsuResilience is 
committing finance to set up the initiative and to start the first phase of implementation. During 
the Action Day the G7 countries committed additional resources reaching a global amount of 
420 million USD. 
 
The initiative will also support the development of early warning systems in the most vulnerable 
countries.  
 
Increase resilience for local communities in the Sahara and Sahel 
The Great Green Wall for the Sahara and Sahel Initiative is  a major  African-led initiative with 
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the bold ambition to restore the productivity and vitality of the Sahel region, whilst ‘growing 
solutions’ to the Continent’s most urgent development challenges. The initiative seeks to 
improve climate resilience for local communities in the region, and to increase food security for 
20 million people faced with starvation in the Sahel. 
 

As announced yesterday, the World Bank will allocate investments amounting to USD 1.9 billion 

for the Great Green Wall Initiative.  

 
US$ 150 million partnership looks to mobilize more funding for Africa and Asia  
The Global Resilience Partnership (GRP) is increasing its ability to invest in innovative resilience 
measures in the next five years by mobilizing additional funding, inviting others to join the 
partnership. With an initial commitment of US$ 150 million, the GRP’s goal is to build resilience 
in the Sahel, the Horn of Africa, and South and Southeast Asia, prioritizing cross-sector 
collaboration and innovation that enables vulnerable communities to better manage and adapt 
to climate change. The additional funds will allow GRP to expand coverage to other vulnerable 
hotspots. 
 
EU mobilizes €125 million for countries affected by ‘El Niño’ 

The European Union announced today a contribution of €125 million to finance emergency 
actions in countries affected by the extreme weather phenomenon ‘El Niño’ in Africa, the 
Caribbean, Central and South America. The support will contribute to the joint effort of bringing 
life-saving emergency assistance and increasing resilience in the affected countries. It will 
combine humanitarian and development assistance to address immediate needs of nutrition, 
water and sanitation, health and shelter. It will provide support to health structures, provision 
of food and safe drinking water, supplementary food for pregnant women and children.  It will 
also help build resilience in the most exposed countries by enhancing disaster preparedness, 
early response mechanisms, and supporting long-term development solutions.  
 
UN initiative strengthens ability to anticipate, absorb and “reshape” climate impacts 

A new initiative has been launched to build climate resilience in the world’s most vulnerable 
countries by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and 13 members within the UN system. The 
“A2R” (anticipate, absorb, reshape) initiative is to strengthen the ability of countries to 
anticipate hazards, absorb shocks, and reshape development to reduce climate risks.  
 
The new initiative is to address the needs of the nearly 634 million people, or one tenth of the 
global population, who live in risk-prone coastal areas just a few meters above existing sea 
levels, as well as those living in areas at risk from droughts and floods. It brings together private 
sector organizations, governments, UN agencies, research institutions and other stakeholders to 
scale up transformative solutions. It focuses on Small Island Developing States, Least Developed 
Countries, and African countries. “It is time to move from risk to resilience”, said UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon.  
 
“The initiative is a multi-stakeholder partnership that focuses on accelerating climate resilience 
before 2020 for the most vulnerable by strengthening three elements: First, the capacity to 
better anticipate and act on climate hazards through early warning and early action; second, the 
capacity to absorb shocks by increasing insurance and social protection coverage; third, the 
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capacity to adapt development to reduce risks at the national and international levels,” he said. 
 
The LPAA initiatives addressing RESILIENCE Vulnerability & People are, as for today:   

 Great  Green  Wall  for  the  Sahara  and  Sahel  Initiative (GGWSSI)  

 Climate Risks and Early Warning Systems - CREWS 

 G7 Insurance Resilience Initiative 

 Food Security Climate Resilience Facility 

 Rural Resilience Facility R4 

 Global Resilience Partnership 

 A2R  Anticipate Absorb Reshape 

 
 
 
 
ABOUT LPAA 

The Lima-Paris Action Agenda is a joint undertaking of the Peruvian and French COP presidencies, the Office of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the UNFCCC Secretariat. It aims to strengthen climate action 
throughout 2015, in Paris in December and well beyond through: mobilizing robust global action towards low 
carbon and resilient societies; providing enhanced support to existing initiatives, such as those launched during the 
NY SG Climate summit in September 2014; and mobilizing new partners and providing a platform for the visibility 
of their actions, commitments and results in the run up to COP21.Learn more at 

http://newsroom.unfccc.int/lpaa/about/  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
 
LPAA Press Officer: Diane Gaillard | +33 6 99 62 49 79 | lpaa@cop21.gouv.fr 
Press contact for Resilience : Dan Shepard, shepard@un.org, +1 212 963-9495 
LPAA Press kit: http://newsroom.unfccc.int/media/509508/lpaa-primer.pdf  
 
LPAA on Twitter: https://twitter.com/LPAA_Live  
LPAA on Flickr:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/136161474@N05/albums 
LPAA videos, UNFCCC YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/climateconference  

NAZCA climate commitments platform: Over 10.000 concrete actions, from cities, companies, 
investors, foundations, NGOs): http://climateaction.unfccc.int/ 
 
UNFCCC Twitter accounts: 
English: https://twitter.com/unfccc 
French: https://twitter.com/CCNUCC 
Spanish: https://twitter.com/CMNUCC 
German: https://twitter.com/UNKlima 
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