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***PRESS RELEASE*** 

 
COP21 Lima-Paris Action Agenda Focus on Short-Lived Climate pollutants 

December 2015 from 3:00 to 6:30 PM, Observer Room 12, Hall 4, Blue Zone 4  
 

Press briefing from 2:15 to 2:45 PM Press Conference Room, 1, Hall 2, Blue Zone 
 
 

Commitments Made to Reduce Black Carbon, Methane and HFCs 

Cutting Short-Lived Climate Pollutants Critical to Success of Global 
Climate Response 

 

Paris, 4 December, 2015: Governments and industry leaders in the Climate and Clean Air Coalition 
today committed to further essential advances in reducing short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs) 
that have a global warming potential many times that of the main greenhouse gas carbon dioxide. 

At the Focus Event on SCLPS under the Lima to Paris Action Agenda at COP21, the Climate and Clean 
Air Coalition (CCAC), whose Secretariat is hosted by the United Nations Environment Program, 
committed to double their membership in two key initiatives to reduce these pollutants – in freight 
and landfills – as well as detailing advances in the critical area of refrigeration. 

They pushed forward a proposal for hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) to phase down under Montreal 
Protocol, jointly with many ministers. The Protocol signed in 1987 aimed at suppressing gas harming 
the ozone layer (CFCs) which have been mainly replaced by hydrofluorocarbon gas (HFCs). Thoriq 
Ibrahim, Minister of Environment of Maldives, said that his country was supporting a move to reduce 
HFCs through the Montreal Protocol: "As a Small Island Developing State, the Maldives faces an 
existential threat from climate change associated sea level rise. Any effort to rapidly reduce gases 
that have high Global Warning Power is vital for our survival.” 
 
Reducing emissions of short-lived climate pollutants - HFCs, methane, black carbon, and tropospheric 
ozone – is essential to keep the global temperature rise below 2°C and to improve air quality. Action 
in this area contributes to meet the main international climate change objective, improves public 
health, saves massive costs on medical care and avoids severe pollution damage to the environment, 
all at the same time. 
 
Cutting back these gases also delivers high gains in energy efficiency and can deliver rapid gains in 
reducing the emissions footprint of highly-polluting industries through use of new and innovative 
technology.  
 
SLCPs stay in the atmosphere for a shorter time than carbon dioxide (CO2), anywhere from a few 
days to a decade, but they have a global warming potential several times greater than CO2. 
Reducing these emissions also reduces the way they disrupt rainfall patterns and slows the melting of 
glaciers.  
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“SLCPs not only produce a strong global warming effect, they contribute significantly to more than 7 
million premature deaths annually linked to air pollution. Reducing SLCPs can prevent approximately 
3 million premature deaths a year,” said Dr Maria Neira, Director Public Health and Environment 
Department at the World Health Organisation (WHO). 
 
The two co-chairs of the CCAC, Hanne Bjurstrøm (Climate Envoy, Norway) and Marcelo Mena (Vice 
Minister of Environment, Chile) detail the progress achieved by CCAC initiatives so far and future 
commitments in various sectors, such green freight, municipal solid waste and alternatives to HFCs.  
 

Key Commitments made by sector  

Reducing Hydrofluorocarbons HFCs by 30 to 50% from refrigerant servicing within 10 years 

HFCs are gases typically used in cooling and refrigeration with Global Warming Potential (GWP) 
hundreds to thousands of times that of CO2. The phase-out of high-GWP HFCs from air conditioning 
alone will not only avoid the equivalent of 100 billion tonnes of CO2 by 2050, but can also lead to 
more energy efficient air conditioners and related cuts in CO2 emissions.  

UTC/Carrier join Kevin Fay, Executive Director of Alliance for Responsible Atmospheric Policy to make 
commitments to reduce HFCs. They are members of the Global Food Cold Chain Council (GFCCC), 
including Coca-Cola, Unilever, and the Global Refrigerant Management Initiative which commits to:  

o reduce the use and emissions of high-GWP HFCs 

o enhance energy efficiency and  

o reduce food loss in the cold food chain.  

The objective is to achieve a 30-50% reduction in HFC emissions from refrigerant servicing within 10 
years. Coca Cola and Unilever reiterated their commitments as part of Refrigerants, Naturally! a 
Lima to Paris Action Agenda initiative that includes Greenpeace as a partner. 

A Green Freight Action Plan to fight black carbon and fine particle pollutants 

A commitment to dramatically reduce emissions of CO2, black carbon and other pollutants in the 
freight sector by 2025 through a more efficient, cleaner & greener, multimodal, global freight supply 
chain is made at the SLCP Focus Event.  The LPAA initiative Global Green Freight Action Plan, gathers 
more than 20 countries, civil society organizations and 4 major companies (Volvo, Deutsch Post DHL, 
Ikea, and Hewlett Packard), and aims to double by 2018 the countries that are committed to 
establish new or enhance existing green freight programs or initiatives. By 2025, the top 100 global 
shippers will include black carbon mitigation efforts into their existing sustainability efforts.  

The Global Green Freight Action Plan is led by CCAC, a voluntary, multilateral, multi-stakeholder 
global partnership. The transportation sector contributes about 19% of black carbon emissions in 
the world. Heavy-duty diesel vehicles, such as those used for freight transportation, have a 
disproportionate impact on climate and air quality. 

 
Over 50 cities to reduce emissions from municipal solid waste 

The Municipal Solid Waste Initiative, also led by CCAC, aims to mitigate short-lived climate pollutants 
from the landfill sector. It is currently working with over 50 cities around the world to develop and 
implement sustainable waste management practices to reduce emissions from SLCPs. At the Focus 
Event, the initiative commits to get at least another 50 cities to develop and implement 
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quantifiable plans of action to reduce SLCPs from the waste sector by 2020, and a thousand cities to 
develop robust waste management systems. 
Landfills are the third largest anthropogenic source of methane, accounting for approximately 11% 
of estimated global methane emissions. 

 
ABOUT LPAA 

The Lima-Paris Action Agenda is a joint undertaking of the Peruvian and French COP presidencies, 
the Office of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the UNFCCC Secretariat. It aims to 
strengthen climate action throughout 2015, in Paris in December and well beyond through: 
mobilizing robust global action towards low carbon and resilient societies; providing enhanced 
support to existing initiatives, such as those launched during the NY SG Climate summit in September 
2014; and mobilizing new partners and providing a platform for the visibility of their actions, 
commitments and results in the run up to COP21. Learn more at 
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/lpaa/about/ 

To find out more about all the initiatives presented at the Focus Event on SLCPs, please 
refer to the press kit online and actors commitments on NAZCA platform 

Global Green Freight Action Plan 
Refrigerants, Naturally! 
Municipal Solid Waste Initiative 
 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
LPAA Press Officer Diane Gaillard: lpaa@cop21.gouv.fr  +33 6 62 17 04 09 
Organiser Press contact: Tiy.chung@unep.org  +33 6 26 71 79 81 
 
LPAA Event Programme online http://newsroom.unfccc.int/lpaa/cop-21/  

NAZCA climate commitments platform: Over 10.000 concrete actions, from cities, 
companies, investors, foundations, NGOs: http://climateaction.unfccc.int/  
 
UNFCCC Twitter accounts: 
 
English: https://twitter.com/unfccc 
French: https://twitter.com/CCNUCC 
Spanish: https://twitter.com/CMNUCC 
German: https://twitter.com/UNKlima 
Flickr account: https://www.flickr.com/photos/136161474@N05/albums 

 

http://newsroom.unfccc.int/lpaa/about/
mailto:http://newsroom.unfccc.int/media/509508/lpaa-primer.pdf
mailto:http://climateaction.unfccc.int/
mailto:presse@cop21.gouv.fr
mailto:Tiy.chung@unep.org
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/lpaa/cop-21/
http://climateaction.unfccc.int/
https://twitter.com/unfccc
https://twitter.com/CCNUCC
https://twitter.com/CMNUCC
https://twitter.com/UNKlima
https://www.flickr.com/photos/136161474@N05/albums

